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Nv MB. LXXVIE. 


The Prompter. 





Slave to mo Se&, HE takes no private Road, 


But looks THRO’ Nature wp to Nature's Gop: 
Purfues that Chain, which links the immenfe Defign, 


Joins Heaven and Earth, and Mortal and Divine 





Tuerspay, AucGusrT 4. 1735. 


Port's Eth. -»> 





» derns, of being too ra aud 
E> Sos © fpeculative, in his Writings. I 
y fhall not attempt to juftify him 
abfolutely again{t this Charge, but 
by the Help of a Correfpondent, 
as (whom | fhall be very glad to 
encourage) endeavour to fhew, 
that even in thofe very Places. where the Accufation 
lies the ftrongeft again{ft him, ic may be very much 
foftened by the many zoble and wfeful Truths de- 
ducible from thence. 


“ 





THE Writer of the following Letter, befides this 
general Defign of apologizing for that Philofopher, 
has another, which falls in more immediately with 
my Purpofe, viz. of inculcating gradually a Doctrine 
which I fhall confider more at large in fome future 
Paper, viz. That Truth and Virtue emane diredtly 

i 


from the Divinity, and are independent of all human 
Eftablijhments what{oever. : 


To the Author of the Prompter. 


30th Fuly, 1735. 


; AS I find you intend to dedicate fome more 
4 


SIR, 


. Papers to the further Tiluftration of that Part 
“ of Philofophy that deduces Religion, Virtue, and 
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Happinefs, from a higher Source than that from 
which they are generally made to flow; and, by 
that means, render them our moft immediate Con- 
cern. Perhaps you may look upon the following 
Dialogue, in which J bore a Part, as an Avenue 
leading {till onward to that, Point of View in 
Which you would have your Readers contemplate 
y Religion, Virtue, and Happine/s : If I fhould hap- 
“ Pen to be right in my Conjecture, you are at Li- 
: berty to make ufe of it; if not, you may, without 
Offence to me, fupprefs it. 


« 


~ 
“ I fhall only add, That the Converfation really 
happened between a Clergyman and myfelf, on 
Our accidental Meeting in the Place where the 
Scene is laid, and that I have not fubftituted any 
other Character to bear his Part in the Dialogue, 
as nothing is put in his Mouth but what really came 
Out of it. Butthis Apology, upon fecond Thoughts, 
feems needlef, fince the World being very much 
divided on Subjects of this Nature, it is pofible I 
« ™4y, in their Opinion, {tand more in need of one 

than my Antagonift.” 


I am, Sir, 
Yours, 


OXoNIWUvs. 


and a StTupENT, oi a Bench in St, James's 
Park. 


CLERGYMAN: 


YW irHour interrupting, your Meditations, Sir, : 


may I be fo bold as to ask, What Book that 
is which you feem fo clofely engaged with ?- Ir‘muft 
fire be very entertaining, fince the refrefhing Air 
that blows, and the healthful Exercife of the Place, 
ought naturally to rife uppermoft, with Every-body 
here. The Body, Sir, “reccives bur little 
when the Mind is not free and difengaged. 

; STUDENT. 

You are in the right, Sir, and ’tis to free and 
difenzage my Mind that I read, that I may hereafter 
partake fully of the Benefit of Air and Exercife. In 
the mean time, I am pleafed with enjoying thefe 
Pleafures but in Part only. 

CLERGYMAN. - 

You feem very young, Sir, and need not be in 

fuch Hatte. | 
STUDENT. : . 

On the contrary, Sir, tis becaufe I am young 
that I am in fuch Hafte to improve myfelf. Youth 
requires more Strength of Mind than any other ‘Time 
of Life, to conduct itfelf well.; as the Pilot fitds his 
Skill more neceffary when the:Sea is in a violent Agi- 
tation, than when it is calm. 

CLERGYMAN. 

TRUE Sir, but the Sea is not always agitated. — 

Youth has fome calm Moments. 


) STUDENT. 

AGREED, Sir: But he would be thought a very 
negligent Pilot that fhould not make ufe of the calm 
Seafon to improve his Skill againft the foul Weather 
returns. A 

CLERGYMAN. 

Tue Book you are reading, then, I prefume, Con= 

tains Inftructions for Youth. ) 


STUDENT. 5 
Ir contains Inftruétions for Age likewife ; and, 
in fhort, for Every-body. 
CLERGYMAN. 
You {peak it high. But has it no Name ? 


STUDENT. : 

PARDON me, Sir; tis called, The Works of Plato. 
Tt contains certain Converfations Socrates had at 
Arhens, with different Perfons ; in which, he endea- 
vours to bring them to a true Knowledge of the Di- 
vinity, and to infpire them with the Love of Virtue. 
From thefe two Principles, which he lays down as 
the Foundation of every thing, he deduces moft ex- 
cellent Rules, for the Conduct of Particulars, as 
well as for the Publick. Plato, who was his Dif- 
ciple, has made a Collection of them, and 
but f ought to beg Pardon. A Man of your Cloth 
cannot be unacquainted with this. 





CLERGY. 
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: 

Dee 
; 

7 


.. CLERGYMAN. 
Works of Plato! Converfations of Socrates ! 
STUDENT. , 
Yes Sir. To be fure you have read them. Pray 
what do you think of them ? : 


CLERGYMAN. 

_Tuinx of them!.What can one think of them ? 
To think well of them, one fhould underftand them, 
and where is the Man who can find out the Ule of 
fuch abftraét Speculations, fuch metaphyfical Diftin- 
étions, that more properly deferve the Name of 
Puerilities, than of folid, or convittery Arguments ? 
For example, Sir, What Man, whofe Head was not 
turned, would torment himfelf, and his Readers, to 
prove, that an eve Number can never become odd ; 
or, in Other Words, that two can never become 
three; becaufe, if I add one to two, that Addition of 
one can never become a Part of its actual and de- 
terminate Effence, .as two. 


STUDENT. 


f You agree then, that two and three are different ; 


and that two can never become three, nor three, 
2wW0. | 

' | CLERGYMAN. 

I'r were Madnefs to difpute it. 

STUDENT. 

Is it a Truth that depends upon the Difference 
Men make in Numbers, formed by an Addition more, 
or lefs, of Units ? 

CLERGYMAN. 

CERTAINLY. 

| STUDENT. . 

But, fuppofe Men were to agree to call two and 
rhree, Six, and four and two, Five, would it be fo ? 


CLERGYMAN. 
. THose are things that it is impoffible they fhould 
agree to call fo. Ales 


Why fo, Sir? 
CLERGYMAN. : 
Because they are CoNTRARY To TRUTH. 
STUDENT. 

Bur did not wejuft now agree, that two and three 
were different, and could never become each other ; 
and that this was a Zruth that depended upon the Dif- 
ferénce, Men make in Numbers. 


! CLERGYMAN. 
Yes. , 
‘< STUDENT. 
THEN we have only to make Men determine, 
that ¢weand rhree thall make fix, andit will be fo. 


CLERGYMAN. 
WHEN I faid that it was a Truth, which de- 


STUDENT. ee. rs 





eee pm on the Diftinétions Men make in Numbers, 


did not mean, that this Diftin@tion fhould be capri- 

cious, or fhock Reafon, and good Sen/e. 
STUDENT. 

Wuair then do you ground this Difference on ? 

And what do you mean by Rea/on and good Sen/? here > 
- CLERGYMAN. : 

I ground this Diftinétion on this Truth, that ove 
can never be but ove, and that one five times repeated, 
is but five times one; and that to make that fix, there 
mnft be the Addition of another Uzit. 


STUDENT. 
Very well. Butcan Men determine otherwife ? 


CLERGYMAN. 
No Certainly. 
STUDENT. 


Tus Truth then does not depend 


a 


on their Deci- 





fiom ; and they muft fub{cribe to it, whether they 


will or no. 
CLERGYMAN, 
How canthey help it? 
STUDENT. 
Ir is not a Truth then of their efablifhing ; they 


-only difcover it. ¢ 


CLERGYMAN. 
I can't deny it. 
= STUDENT. 
Ty there were‘nd. Men in the World, it would pas 
be lefs truc. | 
CLERGY MAN. 
THE fame. 
STUDENT. 
Was it ever otherwife ? 


CLERGYMAN. 
How couldit? 
STUDENT. 
Trisa Truth then, that is eternal, unalterable, and 
above Man. 
CLERGYMAN. 
I can’t deny it. 
STUDENT. 
D o the Inhabitants of Afia, Africa, and America 
agree, as well as we, in this? 
CLERGYMAN, 
WiruHovur doubt. 


STUDENT. 

Ir is then an wniverfal Truth. Here is then one 
thing, which we acknowledge to be Truth, notwith- 
{tanding every thing that may happen. 

Pa CLERGYMAN. 

Bur of what Ufe is this Truth ? What is it good 
for ? Will it mak a Maz a better Citizen, a tenderer 
Parent towards bis Children, a more affectionate Huf- 

| band to his Wife, more religious towards God, or more 
juft to bis Neighbour? Does it bring one nearer to: 
any one fingle Virtue? Tivoand two make four. Very' 
well. A Horfe is a Horfe, and not au Afs. Fine 
Truths! Wonderfully edifying !/ Come, come, Sir, 
believe me foronce. Don’t lofe your time with fuch 
Books. They fill the Mind with a thoufand ridiculous 
Subtilties, and ferve only to f{poil a good Underftanding. 


STUDENT. 

Does the Kuzowledge pure and Simple, the bare 
Idea, that there is a God or a firft Canfe in the Uni- 
verfe, make a Mana better Citizen, a tenderer Huj- 
band, &c. 

CLERGYMAN. 

I grant you it does not; but it is impoffible to con- 
ceive a Divinity without an izftant Knowledge of his 
Attributes ; and from a Knowledge of his Attributes 
we are taught, that the way to render ourfelves agrec- 
able to him, is to practice Fuftice, Goodnefs, &c. fo 
thatitc may, without any Impropriety, or forced Con- 
ftruction, be faid, that the Knowledge of a God, ora 
firft Caufe, makesa Mana better Citizex, a tenderer 
Husband, &c. 

STUDENT. 

Ir would be fairer tofay, that ’tis the Knowledge 
what that Godis, rather than that there is a God, that 
makes a Man a better Citizen, a tenderer Husband, &c. 


CLERGYMAN. 
Be it fo. 
STUDENT. 
It isthen agreed between us, that the bare Know- 


ledge of a God, ora firft Caufe, does no more good, 
than the Knowledge that zwo and twe make four. 
That fuch bare Knowledge is of itfelf infufhcient ; 
and that the good Refults froma Knowledge what tat 


firft Caufe is. 
CLERGYMAN. 


[have granted it. 
STUDENT. 

Let us then now examine this Truth, viz. Thar 
two amd two make four, in its full Extent, as well 
with regard to what it it contains in itfelf, as to the 
Truths that may be inferred from it jfand after fuch 
an Examination, let us determine, without Partiality, 
if tis abarren Truth, or a ridiculous Subtity, or it i 


{poils a good Under ftrnding. 


le 


[To be Continued. | 


i 
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